.
To study a way to achieve extremely small head-medium spacings using a flat medium with minimal surface roughness, we attempted contact scanning of a self-loaded single-pole head over hard disk media. This headmedium system yielded playback signals with a good envelope over the entire disk surface, as well as high pass-wear durabil¬ ity [2, 3] . Such a recording system is thus far easier to use than one with flexible media [3] when experimenting with applica¬ tions such as the recording and play-back of still image data.
In this report, we describe studies of the possibilities for high-density recording using such a head-medium system. Hereafter, we hope to achieve higher areal densities through development of singlepole heads with higher sensi¬ tivity and by reducing dropouts in the hard disk media.
